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compassion

n action

WHAT DOES COMPASSION in action look like?
What is the enlightened response to overwhelming crisis
and terrible suffering? Two answers to that question are
Roshi Bernie Glassman and Ma Jaya Sati Bhagavati, [nter-
estingly enough, they were both born to Jewish parents,
in the same part of Brooklyn, less than one year apart.
Now, over sixty years later, he, as a Zen Buddhist master,
and she, as an incarnation of Kali, a manifestation of
Hinduism's Divine Mother, have become deeply com-
pelling examples of what it means to care and to respond
with one’s whole being to the injustice, misfortune, and
agonizing pain in this world that most of us don't have
the heart to even begin to face.

ROSHI GLASSMAN
became an avid student of
Zen while working for
McDonnell-Douglas as an
aerospace engineer in the
mid-sixties. Unusually pas-
sionate in his interest, in
1970 he was ordained as a
Soto Zen priest and soon
was the chief administrator
at the Zen Center of Los
Angeles where, at the
request of his teacher Taizen
Maezumi Roshi, he began to
teach. In 1979 he started his
own Zen community in
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New York, where he
became a controversial fig-
ure in Zen circles because
of a new emphasis in his
teaching on work and busi-
ness as Zen practice rather
than the traditional zazen
[sitting meditation]. "You can
be a zazen freak," he says,
“without putting emphasis
on really opening up,

and that brings a bigger
problem because you get
attached to the form. And
the form becomes a substi-
tute for life.”

As a Zen business
venture to support his
fledgling community, Glass-
man started the Greyston
Bakery, which has, over
time, become a multimil
lion-dollar success story.
His interest in Zen as busi-
ness evolved into a pas-
sionate interest in Zen as
social action. And although
all this initially alienated
many of his original stu
dents, over the years it has
attracted others in different
ways 1o a life of devoted
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service, or compassion in
action. That compassion in
action has become mani-
fest as what is presently
called the "Greyston
Mandala,” a network of
community development
organizations informed

by Buddhist values. The
Greyston Mandala provides
a variety of services in
southwest Yonkers, New
York: The Greyston Bakery
currently hires and trains
local residents from its
low-income community;






